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First, Kill the Witches. Then, Celebrate Them.

sidered “one of the strangest and most awful
chapters in human history,” he dis::u:-*ered that
the subject was taboo. “You couldn't get any-
one to say anything about it,” he l:_r.:lrnpla.}neﬁ“

Meanwhile the city fell on hard times. It was
years past its maritime prime. Its manufactur-

OLIDAYS restore us, Meassure us
and remind us of who we are — a
reason some of us hesitate to head
home for Thanksgiving. They also
tend to develop by accretion and misconcep-
tion. While we like to think them wholesome
and organic, they more resemble our break-

Insolar as we can chart its murky origins,
Halloween derives from Samhain, an ancient
Ceéltic harvest festival. Irish and Scottish im-
migrants carried its otherworldly imagery to
America, largely in the mid-19th century, Black
cats arrived along with their broomstick-fly-

that boatloads of nefarious Christmas-cele-
brating Irishmen were to disembark immi-
nently on American shores. They were olf by
only a few centuries.

Among the oldest settlements in the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony and for years among the

tury. Accused of witchcraft in old Salem, she
winds up manacled, on trial for her life. She ad-
mits to the charge. But she announces to the
courtroom that she will also prove that no I7th-
century suspect was a witch. (She seems to
forget her ill-fated ancestor.) “How can you im-

brate the unsavory and the unsettling. A 1641
body of laws lent witchcraifl its validity, with
juvenile antics, we thumb our noses at author-
ity on Oct. 3L The holiday is as much an insult
to propriety and fundamentalism as w bed-
ume. On Halloween you can choose precisely

year-round in Salem, where you might well
bump into a goblhin in a sandwich shop in July

Across the board, the nomenclature fails us.
By a “haunted house” a Puritan meant one in-
fested by diabolical agents, not by zom bies
and ghouls. A witch as a 1Tth-century New
Englander conceived her (or him) was gener-
ally a foot-stamper or troublemaker, though in

HREE HUNDRED years after the tri-
als, Salerm unveiled an elegant, under-
stated memorial to the victims. Three
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By the time Salem reconnected with its past,
Halloween had found its commercial footing;
the city transmuted its secret shame into its
saving grace. In 1982 it introduced “Haunted
Happenings,” later extending the holiday into
a four-week festival. “Salem owns Halloween
like the North Pole owns Christmas,” The Bos-
ton Globe declared, the difference being that
no one takes his tourist dollars to the Arctic in
December. In fact Halloween is to some extent

int 0: nd | tot it
m:e 1920s. The candy companies saw to the g thoroughly we mangle it in the process.

The stigma lifted gradually, in fits and
That the least decorous, most disorderly of  starts. About 20 £
holidays should have established permanent % S0 TNl (he Luikls, B Salens

: . silversmith issued a souveni t
residence in eastern Massachusetts is incon- enir spoon, featuring

a witch holding a -
gruous on any number of counts. Our Puritan g broomstick. Other

mementos followed. It was difficult to hit the
forefathers had a horror of hohdays. They re-  right note: The Salem-based Parker Brothers
nounced even saints days, to wind up with a

company issued, then quickly di inued,
calendar that has been described as “the  witchcraft card gmn;l:-:?hei Eﬁ uMill$
dullest in Western civilization.” They feared  visited Salem in 1952 to research what he con-

“There were no real witches involved in the
witch trials” Samantha reminds her all-too-
mortal husband as they drive through the city
on vacation, if attending a witches’ convention
is your idea of a vacation. "It was only mortal
prejudice and hysteria,” adds his mother-in-
law from the back seat, dissolving years of
shame in a single television season.
Samantha goes on to do something no mere
mortal could, venturing back to the 17th cen-

plain. You have to be more inventive yet to
brand yourself as a Halloween capital — ex-
tending a one-night affar into a monthlong
celebration and mviing hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors into your streets — when for
centuries you were known as the community
that put mnocemts todeath for witchcraft. How
did Salem, Mass., repackage a tragedy as a
holiday, appointing self *Witch City” in the
process ?

laundered and folded the history.

While the celebrations have subsumed the
trials, there's something apt about the popular
hijacking. On Oct. 31 we express a great deal of
what could not be articulated in 1692. We allow
our delusions, our goblins and gremlins, our
anxieties, our little changeling-children to
walk about in the open air. We inhabit our fears
(or those of our parents, which might explain
all those scantily clad teenagers). We cele-

enchantresses followed: A community of Wic-
cans established themselves in Salem, soon
pulsing with New Age energy. A witch mu-
seum opened in a former church. A medium
turned up on the police force. The restored
home of a 1692 judge recast itself as the Witch
House. It neither belonged 1o an accused witch
nor stood where it had in the 17th century, but
no matter; Frankenstein wasn’t the monster,
either.

history in between. Pressed to confess o a
crime of which she knew nothing, one [7th-
century suspect protested that she had no
business with the devil. She was uncertain sor-
cery even existed. “I know not what a witchis,”
she cried, leading her interrogator to ask how,
then, she could be sure she was not one. She
hanged. The Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts cleared her finally of witchcraft charges
in 2001, on Halloween.
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My Dark California Dream

Can You Get Smarter? .

At the end of eight weeks, students who had

depression. Aside from making people feel
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effect transfer 1o another task you navent the material they learned in the semuinar. I know. exercise is work, so you undoubtedly

practiced, hke a crossword puzzie?
The researchers recrunted 1L430 viewers on

These findings appear to have profound im-
plications for educating young people because

want to know if there is a smart pill, like Adder-
all or Ritalin, that will do the trick. Well, there

flank of the Sierra Nevada. The next morning,
as we began our drive home to San Francisco,

painful death,
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